
Summary  – Sweet Water Mini-Grant Program 2010-2013 
Year/Round Organization Project Title Amount Watershed Project Description 

2010 Friends of Hank 
Aaron State Trail 

Trail Pollution and 
Runoff Control 

Project 

$1,750 Menomonee Project was to install a Filtrexx sock barrier along a 
key stretch of Hank Aaron Trail property at 25th and 
Canal, which will filter and trap more than 95% of 
solids, heavy metals and oils/hydrocarbons in run-off 
from a truck parking lot adjacent to the Trail.  Funds 
assisted in purchasing 400 feet of the Filtrexx system 
and in excavation of vegetated area between the Trail 
and the River.  Signage on the Trail explains to its 
many users the “sock” technology implemented and 
the type of pollutants prevented from entering the 
nearby River. 

2010 Holler Park 
Neighborhood 

Association 

Holler Park Pond 
Vegetation 

Improvement 

$1,500 Kinnickinnic The Association installed a 60’x5’ shoreline buffer with 
1,200 native plants in both directions of a new fishing 
platform accessible for the handicapped.   Help from 
neighborhood adults and youth volunteers and school 
groups made this into education showcase project for 
area residents and businesses. 

2010 Menomonee Valley 
Partners, Inc. (MVP) 

Ember Lane River 
Access and 

Restoration Project 

$1,800 Menomonee MVP used mini-grant support to finalize funding for a 
project to install a Filtrexx sock barrier along the 
Menomonee River at Ember Lane.  In an effort similar 
to that of the Friends of Hank Aaron Trail, the barrier 
will reduce polluted runoff to the river from an area 
near a public access/canoe launch.  It included new 
plantings and signage as well.   

2010 Village of 
Menomonee Falls 

(MF) 

Paws Pledge Pet 
Poop Pickup for 

Rivers Campaign 
(PAWS) 

$1,000 Menomonee The PAWS project linked multiple local governments 
and organizations to educate the public regarding the 
impacts of pet waste.  With Sweet Water help, the 
group installed ten Dogipots (pet waste disposal 
systems) in six locations in the Menomonee 
watershed.  That work was complemented by broad 
community outreach work.   

2010 Milwaukee 
Department of City 

Development (DCD) 

Teen Environmental 
Action of Milwaukee 

Project 

$1,210 Multiple 
watersheds 

Using funds from Sweet Water and others, DCD was 
able to utilize 65 students to complete seven water 
projects in the KK and Menomonee watersheds.  The 
projects included a rain garden and water filtration 
system at St. Joan Antida School, native plantings and 
a water quality mural at SUPAR School.   

2010 Milwaukee 
Riverkeeper 

Volunteer Water 
Quality Monitoring 

Equipment 

$750 Multiple 
watersheds 

Project enabled Riverkeeper to purchase key water 
quality monitoring equipment for use by its trained 
volunteers; Sweet Water mini-grant was leveraged 
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with multiple additional sources of private and 
governmental support. 

2010 Root-Pike 
Watershed Initiative 

Network (WIN) 

Rain Garden 
Program Expansion 

$650 Root Our mini-grant enabled Root-Pike WIN to expand its 
growing program of encouraging sweat-equity rain 
garden construction projects in residential, civic, and 
business locations in their two watersheds.  

2010 Urban Anthropology, 
Inc. 

The Family Tree 
Program 

$1,340 Kinnickinnic This group used mini-grant funds to install stormwater 
trees in the Lincoln Village neighborhood, primarily in 
the large Kosciusko Park there.  The effort was 
intended to catalyze a new neighborhood planting 
program by Urban Anthropology.   

2010 Victory Garden 
Initiative (VGI) 

Concordia Gardens 
Rainwater Collection 

System 

$2,000 Milwaukee VGI secured complex City of Milwaukee approvals to 
construct a rainwater collection system at Concordia 
Gardens which VGI will use as a model in other sites.  
The project helped to educate area central city 
residents about water quality and rainwater cycle 
issues. 

2010 Whitefish Bay Civic 
Foundation 

Rain Barrel Street Art 
Project 

$1,300 Milwaukee The Foundation used Sweet Water funds to match 
their other fundraising efforts to create a successful 
village rain barrel promotion project which linked local 
residents, an art contest, and water quality education. 

2011/2012 
Round 1 

Friends of Hart Park Hart Park Riparian 
Restoration Project 

$4,000 Menomonee The Friends organization and its neighborhood 
volunteers worked on buckthorn removal and the 
purchase and planting of native plants to restore 
habitat and protective vegetation along this riparian 
corridor.  This project addresses one of the priorities in 
the watershed identified in the Sweet Water 
Implementation Plan to target a heavy sediment 
loading area.  The Friends web site and social media 
was used to promote the project. 

2011/2012 
Round 1 

Groundwork 
Milwaukee 

Kinnickinnic River 
BMP Implementation 

$4,000 Kinnickinnic Six home owners in the area of 10th Street and the KK 
River have expressed interest in applying stormwater 
management techniques at their homes, expanding an 
existing residential BMP target area of Groundwork 
Milwaukee and SSCHC to the west.  Educational 
workshops for neighbors and paid training for area 
youth on installation of rain gardens and bio-swales 
are components of this effort. 

2011/2012 Holler Park Holler Park Storm $2,650 Kinnickinnic The Neighborhood Association added 2,100 square 
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Round 1 Neighborhood 
Association 

Sewer Rain Gardens 
and Trail 

Improvement 

feet of rain gardens around three storm water basins 
that would expand on prior projects in Holler Park, 
making almost all water that drains from the 20-acre 
site pass through native vegetation filters.  The project 
will be promoted through the Holler Park newsletter 
and web site, and involve school children, Easter 
Seals Camp children and neighborhood volunteers. 

2011/2012 
Round 1 

Holler Park 
Neighborhood 

Association 

Holler and Garden 
District Neighborhood 
Rain Garden Match 

Program 

$2,360 Kinnickinnic The Neighborhood Association began a program to 
install a minimum of 20 residential rain gardens in their 
KK River neighborhood.  An average of one hundred-
fifty native plants will be planted in each garden for a 
total of 3,000 native plants.  Downspouts will be 
disconnected as part of projects and residents will be 
offered rain barrel installations as an additional option, 
with residents matching one half the cost.  

2011/2012 
Round 1 

Milwaukee 
Riverkeeper 

Human Bacteria 
Water Sample 

Testing 

$4,000 Menomonee The Milwaukee Riverkeeper was awarded funding to 
run analyses on multiple water samples taken from 
Menomonee River pipes found to have a larger 
amount of E. coli than others.  A qPCR analysis was 
completed to help distinguish between bacteria caused 
by wildlife and human specific strains of bacteroides 
more threatening to public health.  The goal was to 
identify sources of contamination and address the 
“body contact” beneficial use impairment in the AOC.  

2011/2012 
Round 1 

Milwaukee 
Riverkeeper 

Lily Creek 
Stabilization Project 

$4,000 Menomonee The stabilization project included litter and trash clean-
up along creek and drainage swales, removal of 
invasive species, and installation of biologs and native 
plants to reduce erosion.  Improvement will focus on a 
small section of the creek in an industrial area in order 
to educate and change behavior of industrial land 
owners.  Partnerships with these land owners, plus 
Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, church groups and local 
residents will produce volunteers to participate in all 
activities.  

2011/2012 
Round 1 

Milwaukee 
Riverkeeper 

Illicit Discharge 
Detection Using 
Sewage Sniffing 

Dogs 

$4,000 Menomonee This project focuses on piloting a new approach to 
illicit discharge detection using trained dogs.  The 
effort could be a useful substitute for existing efforts 
using expensive dye-testing and smoke-testing 
analyses.  The group brought in a team from Michigan 
which used two trained dogs to examine several 
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problem Menomonee River watersheds in cooperation 
with the local communities.    

2011/2012 
Round 1 

Sixteenth Street 
Community Health 
Center (SSCHC) 

KK River People’s 
Park Stormwater 

Best Management 
Practices (BMPs) 

$4,000 Kinnickinnic SSCHC will build and maintain a park with an outdoor 
educational space containing a pergola with a lean-to 
roof for water capture and a multi-rain barrel system, 
native vegetation, and community garden plots.  This 
BMP system could reduce the amount of stormwater 
run-off into the KK River by over 3,000 gallons per 
event.  Many organizations are partnering in the 
construction, maintenance, and education at the park. 

2011/2012 
Round 2 

Hayes Bi-lingual 
School/Milwaukee 

Public School 

Kosciusko Native 
Plant Garden 

$4,000 Kinnickinnic This education program will enable 50-60 Hayes Bi-
lingual School students at Kosciusko Middle School to 
learn overall water quality issues with an effort that 
includes the creation of a natural vegetation rain 
garden on the Wind Lake Avenue thoroughfare near 
the school.  Project will also include business 
outreach, two river trips, a river T-shirt contest, a 
neighborhood clean-up, and educational signage 
describing their project and goals.   

2011/2012 
Round 2 

Garden District 
Neighborhood 

Association 

Garden District 
Farmers Market 
Porous Pavers 

Project 

$550 Kinnickinnic Project will create a new community gathering area 
with permeable pavement access drive as part of the 
new farmer’s market.  Area will drain to a 5,000 gallon 
Aquablock storage basin, feed a small stream on edge 
of market, and provide water for landscaping.   

2011/2012 
Round 2 

Friends of Hank 
Aaron State Trail 

Dog Owner 
Education 

$2,500 Menomonee Grant will support the installation of 20 signs along 
heavily-used riverside trail, alerting dog walkers to 
hazards of dog feces in the nearby river.  Brochures 
will be printed and placed in new waterproof holder 
mounted signs and distributed to Menomonee Valley 
neighborhood organizations. 

2011/2012 
Round 2 

Water Harvesters 
Co-operative 

Stormwater 
Education and Tote 
Installation Project 

$2,250 Menomonee Water Harvesters will recruit and educate up to 25 
homeowners, businesses, or institutions in targeted 
area willing to act as model rainwater harvesting sites.  
The group will use the funds to install berms, rain 
gardens, and 250-gallon tote storage vessels.   

2011/2012 
Round 2 

Milwaukee 
Riverkeeper 

Underwood Creek 
Stabilization in the 

Willaura Subdivision 

$2,090 Menomonee Riverkeeper will work with the City of Brookfield and a 
neighborhood group to stabilize about 50 feet of badly-
eroding stream bank with large stone and then top soil, 
restore it with vegetation and thereby prevent further 
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loss of old-growth trees.  Willaura volunteers will be 
mobilized to help in the work. 

2011/2012 
Round 2 

Groundwork 
Milwaukee 

Adullam Rainwater 
Harvesting Project 

$4,000 Milwaukee Centered on capture of stormwater from a portion of 
large warehouse occupied by the Adullam Outreach 
group and use the water for irrigating a community 
garden.  The rainwater harvesting system installed on 
warehouse roof will include two 1,500-gallon cisterns.  
The supporting effort will include installation of rain 
barrels, raised garden beds and stormwater trees to 
accept cistern overflows.  Project also will provide area 
residents with education to understand the interaction 
of captured rainwater and stormwater runoff problems. 

2011/2012 
Round 2 

River Revitalization 
Foundation (RRF) 

Southbranch Creek 
Restoration 

$1,800 Milwaukee RRF will use GIS mapping to plan project plantings in 
a 2.7 acre parcel along the Creek; recruit and train 
volunteers; remove invasive plants; purchase of trees 
and other vegetation; and plan for maintenance and 
monitoring of project for reduction of erosion and 
sediment loading, and establishment of healthy 
riparian and upland habitat . 

2011/2012 
Round 2 

The Water Council at 
University of 
Wisconsin 
Milwaukee 

Rain Barrel 
Education and 

Community Outreach 
Project 

$4,000 Menomonee Grad students at UWM School of Freshwater Science 
will determine neighborhoods in KK and Menomonee 
watersheds where rain barrels would have impact and 
where low-income residents can learn about water 
conservation.  Will plan and install 55 rain barrels for 
residents and in process, educate them regarding non-
point source pollution reduction.  

2011/2012 
Round 2 

Waukesha County 
Humane Animal 
Welfare Society 

Dogipot Installation 
Project 

$4,000 Multiple 
watersheds 

Project partners seven organizations to educate the 
public regarding the impacts of pet waste bacteria and 
the importance of picking-up waste and depositing it 
properly. Society partners will install Dogipots (pet 
waste disposal systems) in ten parks in four area 
watersheds.  Building on prior Sweet Water-supported 
efforts, this project will include marketing at community 
events, encouraging participating pet owners to sign 
pledge forms to pick-up and properly deposit waste 
with an offer of doggy bone waste disposal bag 
dispenser for each pledge signed.   

2012 Energy Exchange, 
Inc. 

Garden District 
Bioswales 

$5,000 Kinnickinnic Two 200 sq. ft. bioswales straddling each side of 
incoming driveway excavated to a depth of six feet will 
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contain 400 deep-rooted perennial native plants in 
order to divert street rain water into the bioswales. 
There is an ongoing involvement by volunteers from 
the aldermanic district and Gateway to Milwaukee, 
UWM, Marquette, Growing Power, and other 
organizations to do the installation. The interaction 
with college students provides an area of study for 
green development and the on-going project continues 
to be a community showcase for green infrastructure. 

2012 Friends of Estabrook Erosion Control in 
Estabrook Park 

$1,500 Milwaukee Estabrook Park has been impacted by the construction 
of a Shorewood storm drain through the park as well 
the construction of a dog park.  The project will consist 
of ameliorating the resulting erosion problem through 
the construction of a rain garden and the planting of 
appropriate plants on the bluff and ravines.  Except for 
digging the rain garden, the work will be done by 
volunteers. 

2012 Friends of Grant 
Park 

Vegetative 
Restoration of 

Severely Eroded 
Slopes in Grant 

Park’s Seven Bridges 
Ravine 

$5,000 Oak Creek The last of two one hundred year flood events 
successfully dismantled a key interface between upper 
park users and the lakefront in 2010.  With the 
destruction of the “Seventh” bridge, circulation was for 
all purposes cut off atop the bluff, thus resulting in the 
establishment of new user footpaths down highly 
erodible slopes adjacent to the old steps and bridge to 
the Creek and Lake below.  With bridge repair 
imminent (FEMA funds), we endeavor to re-establish 
native ground, shrub and tree vegetative cover on 
these slopes with appropriate coir and biodegradable 
erosion fabric.  Fencing shall be included to 
discourage further foot traffic.   

2012 Hawthorn Hollow 
Nature Sanctuary & 

Arboretum 

WATERshed 
Program 

$4,862 Root Pike The WATERshed program (We All Take 
Environmental Responsibility) introduces thousands of 
Racine students to how their daily activities affect the 
Root-Pike watershed.  Students will discover what 
goes into storm water discharge and where it ends up.  
Activities include how the role of wetlands and buffer 
zones clean our rivers. Students will also conduct 
scientific tests to determine the water quality of the 
Root River. Outcomes include students and 
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community leaders make decisions to improve water 
quality with specific actions taken to improve the 
watershed. 

2012 Holler Park 
Neighborhood 

Association 

Holler Park Native 
Garden Restoration 

$4,300 Kinnickinnic Adding 4,000 sq. ft. of native plants that will act as 
buffer for stormwater that drains from parking lot along 
downward slope toward pond and spillway that 
empties into Holmes and Wilson Creeks (KK 
watershed). The ongoing project blends existing native 
woodlands with prairie and removes European 
grasses. A local Girl Scout Troop and other small 
school groups will be recruited to plant. An educational 
display will be installed to provide information about 
the park ecology. 

2012 Lake Park Friends Lake Park Rain 
Garden and 

Ephemeral Pond 

$2,000 Milwaukee The Lake Park Rain Garden and Ephemeral Pond 
Project will complete a multi-year waterfall and ravine 
restoration effort.  The garden and pond will harness 
storm water runoff that currently drains to Lake 
Michigan unfiltered while restoring the native species 
of the park.  This project would be a highlight of the 
Nature Committee’s educational programs and would 
improve the water quality of Lake Michigan well into 
the future. 

2012 Milwaukee Audubon 
Society 

Milwaukee 
Watershed Fish 

Passage 

$2,000 Milwaukee Since 2006, the Milwaukee Audubon Society (MAS) 
and the Ozaukee Fish Passage Program have 
partnered to reconnect high quality habitat in the 
Milwaukee River Watershed and Ozaukee County by 
identifying and removing impediments to fish and 
aquatic life.  SWWT grant funding will enable MAS to 
produce and distribute a poster highlighting the 
multiple benefits of improving aquatic connectivity 
throughout the watershed, and distribute multi-lingual 
signs and pamphlets educating anglers on the 
differences between native redhorse and the invasive 
common carp, species often mistaken for one another.   

2012 Milwaukee 
Community Service 

Corps 

MCSC Powering 
Green: Milwaukee 

Water Projects 

$1,188 Milwaukee The Milwaukee Community Service Corps (MCSC) is 
pleased to invite Sweet Water to join in our important 
efforts to improve water quality in Milwaukee as we 
prepare disadvantaged young men and women from 
Milwaukee’s central city for careers in various “green” 
jobs and industries.  Projected outcomes include: 
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1. 125 young participants will engage in hands-on 
learning about and improvement of the quality 
of Milwaukee’s water resources, while earning 
wages and preparing for “green” careers. 

2. Milwaukee beaches and rivers will be cleaned 
by MCSC participants. 

3. Approximately 3000 rain barrels will be 
manufactured for installation throughout our 
community. 

2012 Neighborhood 
Improvement 
Development 
Corporation 

Global Youth Service 
Day Environmental 

Stewardship Service 
Project 

$5,000 All 
Southeastern 

Wisconsin 
Watersheds 

The Environmental Stewardship Service Project will 
support 5-10 community service and service-learning 
projects that are identified, researched, conducted, 
documented and demonstrated by youth ages 5-25, on 
Global Youth Service Day, April 26-28, 2013.  GYSD is 
an international movement and celebration of young 
people who have mobilized to improve problems in 
their schools, neighborhoods and communities.  The 
Environmental Stewardship Service Project will 
provide resources for projects that address the key 
goals of Sweet Water’s Mini-Grant Program and 
empower 50-100 young people in direct action to 
develop the knowledge and commitment needed to 
become future stewards of Milwaukee’s freshwater 
resources. 

2012 Parkview Elementary Parkview Elementary 
Rain Gardens 

$1,250 Milwaukee One part of project involves students planting 1,000 
sq. ft. of native plants adjacent to school property to 
provide a buffer near woodlands. Second part is 
installing 200 sq. ft. rain garden on property of a 
student’s parents’, and disconnecting downspout from 
storm drain to connect a rain barrel. Teacher Lisa 
Studer will instruct 3rd grade class and involved 
parents about native plants and benefits of rain 
gardens with educational materials provided by the 
school. Rain garden installation will be done by 
volunteers and the project promoted in the school’s 
newsletter and on their web site. 

2012 Safer Pest Control 
Project 

Lawn to Lake 
Sustainable Lawn & 

Landscape Care 
Workshop 

$2,900 All 
Southeastern 

Wisconsin 
Watersheds 

Safer Pest Control Project (SPCP), through the Lawn 
to Lake Program, seeks to improve water quality 
and reduce stormwater runoff by providing 
environmental education on the use of sustainable 
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landscape practices that prevent pesticides and 
nutrients from entering into the Lake Michigan basin. 
SPCP would use a $2,900 grant to offer 
complimentary registration, of $100, to 24 
municipalities in Southeastern Wisconsin including the 
communities represented by the Technical Advisory 
Team to the Milwaukee Metropolitan Sewerage District 
to the Lawn to Lake Sustainable Lawn and Landscape 
Care Workshop. 

2012 Urban Anthropology Family Tree Project 2 $1,800 Kinnickinnic Urban Anthropology Inc. will add 10 more trees to 
Kosciuszko Park, in an effort to continue their Family 
Tree program. Sweet Water supported the Family Tree 
pilot project in 2010/2011. In the long term, the 
addition of these trees will help reduce pollution and 
soil erosion, as well as slow down water run-off in the 
Kinnickinnic watershed. We will also educate people of 
the importance of these trees at our June 29th 
Gateway celebration at Kosciuszko Park where 
approximately 1,000 people will learn how the addition 
of new trees helps the watershed. 

2012 Urban Ecology 
Center 

Milwaukee River 
Native Plant Project 

$5,000 Milwaukee Milwaukee River Native Plant Project (MRNPP) 
addresses both water quality issues and habitat 
restoration by growing and planting native species 
near the Milwaukee River and promoting water-friendly 
land use practices in the community. Our project 
outcomes include: 

 Building a 24 x 8 x 8 native plant nursery 
 Constructing a rain garden swale (approx. 50 

feet)  
 Building a new native plant demonstration 

garden  
 Hosting a community native plant sale  
 Engaging 200+ volunteers 

2012 UWM Food & 
Garden Club 

Physics’ Gardens 
Rainwater Catchment 

Awning Project 

$5,000 Milwaukee This project would facilitate installation of a 250 gallon 
cistern at the UWM Physics Building. Rainwater falling 
on the building's awning would be captured for on-site 
use in the adjacent community gardens rather than 
enter the sewer system. The project was developed by 
UWM students and faculty and would be managed by 
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the Food & Garden Club, a 501(c) which develops and 
manages UWM's community gardens, facilitating 
learning and community outreach. 

2012 Walnut Way 
Conservation 
Corporation 

Urban Agriculture 
Cistern 

$3,050 Milwaukee Walnut Way Conservation Corp needs a new Cistern 
after their original broke from freezing. They capture 
fall rains to use for spring urban agriculture irrigation. 
The Cistern will be 5000 gallons which can house the 
first 1/2 of an inch from Walnut Ways Center. An 
aeration device will be used to ensure the water does 
not freeze, and will mitigate bacteria and algal growth 
from water being stagnant. The cistern will be an 
educational tool dealing with not only runoff but 
winterizing cisterns for future urban agriculture 
projects. 

2012 Waukesha County 
Humane Animal 
Welfare Society 

Paws Pledge journal 
Sentinel Bags 

Education Outreach 

$5,000 Menomonee The Paws Pledge Program is continuing new outreach 
opportunities to educate the public about the dangers 
of pet waste bacteria and the need to pick it up, 
deposit it in the trash and keep it from washing into our 
streams.  The Journal Sentinel newspaper is delivered 
in a recycled bag to all its customers in which we 
would place an educational message with Sparkles the 
Water Spaniel (SWWT’s stormwater educational 
campaign) promoting picking up pet waste with the 
Journal Sentinel bag.  Our message has a potential 
outreach to 452,000 customers using 8-28 million 
newspaper bags over a 2-3 month time period. 

2013 Friends of Hart Park 
Foundation, Inc. 

Hart Park Native 
Plant Restoration 

Project 

$2,500 Menomonee This project builds on restoration work done in 2012.  
Native trees, shrubs and forbes will be planted along 
the Menomonee River Corridor in Hart Park to improve 
water quality and reduce stormwater.  We will use a 
combination of container grown and bare root plants.  
Species will be planted that improve the shoreline 
habitat for wildlife.  Hart Park is used by both 
Wauwatosa schools and area colleges and their 
experience will be enhanced by improving the native 
populations.  Friends of Hart Park will continue to grow 
partnerships in the community. 

2013 Groundwork 
Milwaukee 

BMP Education & 
Demonstrations in 

the KK & the Corridor 

$5,000 Kinnickinnic Groundwork Milwaukee (GWM) submits this grant on 
behalf of two community-based organizations, the 
Metcalf Park Community Action Leaders (MPCAT’s), 
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and the Kinnickinnic River Resident Leaders.  We 
engaged five enthusiastic home-owners who want rain 
gardens installed in their front lawns as demonstration 
sites. The project promotes stewardship.  The 
initiatives will restore, enhance and protect the 
Milwaukee and Kinnickinnic River Watersheds, while 
supporting the Great Lakes ecosystem.  The project 
promotes voluntary land use practices resulting in non-
point source pollution reduction.  Methods include 
demonstration projects of green infrastructure 
including rain gardens, downspout disconnections and 
rain barrels with community training. 

2013 Little League 
Baseball, Inc. 

Craig Counsell Park 
Storm Water 

Improvements 

$4,500 Milwaukee Current conditions at Craig Counsell Park in Whitefish 
Bay direct a majority of stormwater from adjacent 
neighborhoods as well as areas within the park to the 
passive and active recreation areas.  Through a series 
of sustainable best management practices, including a 
gravel infiltration trench and rain gardens, the amount 
of storm water leaving the site and its quality will be 
greatly improved.  By including components, such as 
educational signage and rain harvesting systems on 
the concession stand building, the project will serve as 
an education piece for users and visitors. 

2013 Milwaukee Audubon 
Society, Inc. 

Fish Passage 
Restoration Cross-
Vane Installations 

$4,500 Milwaukee This project will remediate two fish passage 
impediments in Ehlers Creek at State Highway 57 and 
one impediment in Mud Lake Outlet at County HWY 
NN.  These culvert crossings currently fragment 
available in-stream and wetland habitat, blocking 
access to an array of aquatic species. Installation of 
cross-vane rock structures to backwater the culverts 
and allow for upstream and downstream passage will 
restore access to 1.5 stream miles and 35.5 wetland 
acres in Ehlers Creek, including access to the 40 acre 
Lucas Waterfowl Production Area, and 6.3 stream 
miles and 1,734 wetland acres in Mud Lake Outlet. 

2013 Milwaukee 
Riverkeeper 

Illicit Discharge 
Detection Using 
Sewage Sniffing 

Dogs 

$4,000 Menomonee Environmental Canine Services LLC (ECS) dogs will 
be used to sniff manholes/water samples along 
several sewer branches that are connected to problem 
outfalls discharging into the Menomonee River.  
Simultaneously, staff from Riverkeeper and Great 
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Lakes Water Institute will collect water quality samples 
from these sites to be tested in the lab.  ECS handlers 
will receive immediate feedback on the presence or 
absence of human sewage and/or detergents in the 
river.  They can track the source immediately, which 
would allow municipalities to make repairs that reduce 
bacteria loading to the river, thus improving water 
quality for aquatic life and neighborhoods. 

2013 River Bend Nature 
Center 

WATERshed $4,800 Root The WATERshed (We All Take Environmental 
Responsibility) program helps local students make 
connections with how their daily activities impact our 
watershed.  Students will discover what is going down 
storm drains and how it travels to the rivers and lakes 
from their neighborhoods.  Participants will have a 
unique opportunity to conduct scientific tests to 
determine the water quality of the Root River. They will 
explore aquatic life and learn how certain species are 
indicators of the water quality of the Root River. This 
program will introduce students to solutions on how 
they can make a positive difference on the Root/Pike 
watershed. 

2013 Straightway Vineyard 
Christian Fellowship, 

Inc. 

Vineyard Community 
of Hope Rain Garden 

$4,000 Menomonee We will create a 1000 square foot rain garden, 
approximately 85’ x 11’, on our property.  It will drain a 
portion of our roof that is close to 4000 square feet.  
The rain garden will be a part of the church grounds 
that will be accessible to the public.  It will also serve 
as a model to our members and other members of the 
Christian community of responsible stewardship of our 
water. 

2013 The Prairie School The Prairie School 
Stream Water 
Testing Project 

$3,614 Wind Point 
(Root) 

In the fall of 2009, third graders at The Prairie School 
in Racine, WI, had a vision.  Motivated by questions 
born during an annual beach clean-up service project, 
they desired to understand the larger impact on local 
waterways by residents’ debris and waste.  Shortly 
thereafter, the Prairie Stream Water Testing Project 
began.  Our goal:  to grow and support a network of, 
and for, volunteers who monitor local stream and river 
health, by supporting data-sharing for educational 
purposes, and building partnerships with resource 
protection programs within the Wind Point Watershed. 
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2013 Trinity Church Green Infrastructure 
Education Program 

Targeting Faith 
Communities 

$4,000 Menomonee Trinity Episcopal Environmental Ministry (TEEM) was 
developed to advocate and articulate protection of the 
environment and preserving the sanctity of creation. 
TEEM would like to create a Green Infrastructure 
Education Program targeting other faith communities 
throughout the Milwaukee region.  The program will 
provide local professionals the opportunity to share 
their research and expertise about green infrastructure 
with citizens, civic groups and churches.  The program 
will focus on educating interested citizens and building 
and grounds committees on new and evolving 
development techniques collectively known as “low-
impact development”.  Presentations will emphasize 
the benefits of these techniques and how they could 
be adaptable to address conditions on church grounds 
and implemented on varying scales ranging from 
someone’s backyard to entire watersheds. 

2013 Urban Anthropology, 
Inc. 

Family Tree III $2,550 Kinnickinnic Urban Anthropology Inc. is requesting funds to add ten 
more trees to Kosciuszko Park, in an effort to continue 
our Family Tree program.  Sweet Water supported the 
Family Tree pilot project in 2010 and 2012. In the long 
term, the addition of these trees will help reduce 
pollution and soil erosion, as well as slow down water 
run-off in the Kinnickinnic watershed.  We will also 
educate people on the importance of these trees at our 
June 29th South Side History Day at Kosciuszko Park. 
Up to 1,000 people will learn how the addition of new 
trees helps the watershed. 

2013 Urban Ecology 
Center 

Washington Park 
Naturalization Project 

$5,000 Milwaukee & 
Menomonee 

The Washington Park Naturalization Project will 
promote water and land stewardship in the city through 
increasing the biodiversity of the park while spreading 
awareness of the importance of rain gardens, invasive 
species removal and decreasing grass cover as a 
means of protecting our natural resources. 

2013 Walnut Way 
Conservation 
Corporation 

Rain Water 
Catchment on a 
Hoop House for 

Irrigation 

$4,000 Milwaukee Walnut Way proposes to install a rainwater catchment 
system on its recently-acquired hoop house in the 
spring of 2014.  This rainwater catchment system will 
harvest rainwater and store it in an above ground 
cistern and connect to an irrigation system inside the 
hoop house.  The project will build on previous 
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methods of rainwater capture and use developed 
during its previous mini-grant project - the cistern for 
urban agriculture.  It will also utilize a demonstration 
model designed and prototyped by the Iowa State 
Cooperative Extension, with the intent of 
experimenting, improving and educating with best 
practices for water use in urban agriculture 
applications. 

 


