Moving from Planning to Action – Sweet Water’s Watershed Action Teams and the Restoration of the Kinnickinnic and Menomonee Rivers

With the completion of Watershed Restoration Plans for the Menomonee and Kinnickinnic Rivers, Watershed Action Teams are moving into a new phase of work.  After months of working with the consultant team from HNTB through the development of the plans, the Watershed Action Teams, or WATs, will now identify priority actions, gather the necessary people for projects, and engage in project implementation.

The restoration effort will be led and coordinated by Sweet Water and its partners.  Projects will be prioritized to have the greatest impact on the health of our rivers and Lake Michigan.  They will focus on reducing nutrients flowing into our waterways, protecting and restoring habitats and the natural beauty of our rivers, and addressing the problem of bacteria and pathogens entering our rivers and streams.

This exciting next phase of work will begin at the April WAT meetings.  The next meetings for the WATs are:

Kinnickinnic River – April 21 at 4:00 – 6:30 at Wilson Park Pavilion 
Menomonee River – April 22 at 4:00 – 6:30 at Milwaukee County Cooperative Extension Office 

The Watershed Restoration Plans are based on robust scientific data compiled from Milwaukee Metropolitan Sewerage District, Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources, UWM Great Lakes WATER Institute, US Geological Service and the work of citizen monitors.  The HNTB consultants compiled and analyzed the data and then drafted plans that, if implemented, will advance water quality and habitat restoration toward goals established by DNR, MMSD, and SEWRPC. The plans detail a strategic framework and outline key actions required to meet those goals.
For more information about the Watershed Restoration Plans and the Watershed Action Teams, please visit the website at swwtwater.org, or contact the co-chairs of the Watershed Action Teams.  
For the Menomonee River, contact Cheryl Nenn at Cheryl_Nenn@milwaukeeriverkeeper.org or Gail Epping Overholt at gail.overholt@ces.uwex.edu.  
For the Kinnickinnic River, contact Ben Gramling at Ben.Gramling@SSCHC.org or Ben Sykes at BSykes@foley.com.  
We encourage you to join Sweet Water’s Watershed Action Teams.  Gail Epping Overholt, co-chair for the Menomonee Watershed Action Team remarked, “The input of our community members is imperative for the success of implementing the actions needed to restore our waterways.” Together we can make “swimmable and fishable” waters a reality for our community.
