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Executive Summary

The River Revitalization Foundati¢RRF) is a member and partner of Beutheastern
Wisconsin Watershed Trust (SMT ) . T h e F o ssionis aligrniedwithdhe watershed
approactbeing takerby the SWWT Executive Steering Couhend membersThis concept
applies a watershed perspective to problem solving and deansikimgin the Lake Michigan
basin with the ultimate goals of improving habitat and water quality. Methedsdthroughout
this process improve communipyptentialby recognizing the links between quality of life and
access to the natural world.

The Menomonee River Land Protection Plan was developed to provide the Foundation with a set
of priorities for assisting witlkand andwvater quality improvements, trail liakes and public

acces@nd management opportunitiesrevitalize the Menomonee Rivdme plan is modeled

after Phase | & Il of the Milwaukee River Land Protection Plan. The plan will be used to identify
and recommend priority parcels to invest in foriiest positive water quality improvements.

Approximately 16 miles of riparian lands within 100 feet of the Menomonee Risiele
Milwaukee County are covered this plan A total of 101 riparian parcels were identified as
privately owned. The assessmamork included field data, collection and analysis of existing
plans, and compilation of GIS data from several sources.

Much of the river is highly developed and has beeouted or channelized. Accesdifficult in
several areas, although importaesgtoration and recreation projebtsve been completed
elsewhereA rich foundation for future work is provided by the extensive Menomonee River
Parkway, owned and maintained by the Milwaukee County Parks, Recreation and Culture
Department.

Opportunites identified are listed and mapped by re#tobngroupedwith their corresponding
landowner t& keys and parcel identifierRecommendations for future action, acquisition, and
partnership opportunities are provided for each of the five river reachaschukpotential
restoration, conservation easements, public accessail linkage improvements.

Because time is of the essence, the most immediate progetiaisorating with the City of

Wauwatosa and Milwaukee County Padksing the update oheir Menomonee River Parkway
traillayout as 1 denti fied i n anDraft. OBertregoinsmendatonspree h e n s i
supplemental tpublic lands or projects already completed or in pgec&he recommendations
incorporatd he Foundat iasalabdstrust ang restorateom agent as well as its role as

a nonprofit to leverage funding that can assist with implementation of the plan.
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Introduction

The River Revitalization Foundation (RRF) was formed as a nonprofit conservation organization

to implememnthe recommendations developed by the Milwaukee River Revitalization Council.

The Council is an advisory committee appointed in 1987 bgdkiernor to advise and develop a

plan for the Milwaukee River Basiithe Riverway Plar(1991) adopted by the Milwaee River
Revitalization Councilh el ped establ i sh t bstabliShaparkidvapt i onds mi
recreationgeducatiorand public acceds the Milwaukee, Menomonee and Kinnickinnic Rivers,

as a foundation for neighborhood revitalization and watelitgumprovementsRRF has a

strong and dedicated board to guide and carry

A larger local area partnership in which the River Revitalization Foundation partiapates
modeled after an lllinois organizatieiChicago Wilderness he partnership was formally

named th&outheastern Wisconsin Watershed T¢(B88WWT) in spring of 2008. The Trust was
created to initiate a new approach to water quality issues. Rather than using a municipal
boundary approach, a rega watershed approach was selected, based on recommendations of
the Environmental Protection Agency, to assist communities with setting priorities where they
will have the largest positive outcome.
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Andrew Kurth, Volunteer Coordinator
Jason Schroeder, GIS assistance (2009)
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Overall Goal and Primary Objective

The focus of thidand Protection Plan is dand acquisition and thereservation ofiparian

landsalong the Menomonee River mainstem within Milwaukee County. The plan identifies 101

sites that may provide water quality improvements, connection to other public lantigiland
opportunities within an approximate-i6éi | e stretch of the Menomonee

The planning process provides valuable education about the river and its related watershed.
Fragmented riparian parcels and trail linkages are targeted fowtiter quality benefits and

ability to connect people with the river. Priority parcels were initially identified and ranked by
applying a modified version of the criteria developed by the consitaypesWilson and
Associatesafter primary determinatics were made, thdayesWilson and Associatesiteria

were applied to those initial parcelhe plan addresses the five primary purposes outlined in the
SWWT memorandum of understanding and is designed to work in harmdnaotiit

organi zati.onsd missions

The five primary purposesis plan aims to fulfill are:

AAchieve water resource goals and objectives, such as clean water,
consenation and ecological functiothrough innovative and
sustainable practices

Almprove water quality in the greater Milwaukeatersheds for a
healthy regional economy and quality of life

ATest and then implement innovative approaches and practices that
will achieve improvements in water resources in a-effsctive
way

ABuild partnerships and enhance collaborative decisiaking and
joint project implementation

AEngage government, business, the building industry, agriculture,
environmental and other stakeholder organizations for a broad
consensus on where funding could provide the greatest benefit

AThrough collaborative actiong)drease the region's success in
attracting new funding and leverage existing funding for water
quality and water resource improvements

The focus of SWWT is watershed based and this plan provides an excellent opportunity to direct
revitalization effortswar e t hey are needed most. RRF&6s | anc
value to existing projects and established target areas, which compliment several greenway

plans. RRF encourag&nd use patternbat promotea clean river system capable of suppa@ytin

wildlife habitat f or t he publicbébs enjoyment. The abili
together creates results tmaay not otherwise be possible.
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Menomonee River Watershed Overview

The Menomonee River watershed drains approximately 135 square nwgsggortions of
Washington, Ozaukee, Waukesha and Milwaukee Counties before reaching its confluent
the Milwaukee River just upstream of Lake Michigan (See nidp.watershed encompasse:!
separate communities and a dozen watercourses. Thatdsuhat feed into the Menomonet
River mainstem include the Little Menomonee River and Creek, Butler and Dousman Dit
Nor-X-Way Channel, Willow, Lilly Dretzka Park, Grantosa, Underwood, Woods and Hone
Creeks. The mainstem of the Menomonee River isia®® miles long with an estimated 16
miles included in this report. The cities of Greenfield, Milwaukee, Wauwatosa, West Allis
the villages of Greendale and West Milwaukee are in the watershed drainage portion of
Milwaukee County. For the scope ofglproject, only lands along the Menomonee River
mainstem and located inside Milwaukee County have been evaluated. Future needs witt
municipality include researching riparian ordinances, investigating each tributary, and me
landowner contacts.
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Menomonee River Watewrshed Overview Map
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Existing Land Use and Considerations

The Menomonee River watershed
contains megly remnants of the original
historical natural resource features. Over
60 percent of the watershed is developed.
Much of the soils in the Menomonee
watershed have low infiltration and high
water runoff capacities with bedrock
found between 100 to 200 fdetlow the
surface.

The wetlands that are more prevalent in
the northern reaches are providing
significant natural storage and water
filtration. These remaining areas have
considerable importance for the water
quality of the river. The Milwaukee
County Rrks Department owns most of
the undeveloped riparian areas.

Concrete lining of the Menomonee River
Flooding has been substantial along several river
reaches posing a threat to property and public
safety. Peak flood flows and velocities have increased over the past few decades because of
watashed development, the straightening of the channel, and the installation of concrete lining
in downstream reaches. Heavy commercial and residential development practices have also
impacted wetlands and encroached on floodplains, affecting watéwy qura quantity, resulting
in the need to locate areas that can serve as flood storagé@lsitaggh the Milwaukee
Metropol itan SheGrea eangeegianssatationsttd rédace flood impacts
have been identified and are being constructed or psechto alleviaténe potential for flood
damage.

While theGreenseamprogram focuses on acquiring lands containing hydric soils for flood
storage, there are water quality and habitat protection benefits that complement the goals of the
River Revitalizaibn Foundation. A signed partnership agreement is in place that has allowed
collaboration and leveraging of funding resources where these guatide.

Despite the significant hydrologic and physical alterations the Menomonee River has suffered, it
doesinclude a large proportion of riparian corridor under public ownership. The Goumtgd
Menomonee River Parkway covers much of the corridor along the-sauth trending reaches

of the river, and there are about ten other parcels that are named pawk$crecreation sites

along the river. There are several partners working on DNR, DOT and lowadlgd trail

connections throughout the river corridor frofh®treet downtown, and continuing upstream to
Silver Spring Drivewhere the river meets theunty line.The most welknown, and perhaps the
most significant of these projects, is the Hank Aaron Trail. Continuing challenges often include
the lack of public access to the river, its fldliod behaior, and poor fishery values.
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