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Wisconsin DNR and UW-Extension 

On July 18, 2008, the EPA 

formally expanded the geo-

graphic boundaries for the 

Milwaukee Area of Concern 

(AOC).  Evidence showing 

contributions of toxic sub-

stances from upstream 

sources has accumulated 

since the boundaries were 

originally drawn in 1980.   

This change more accurately 

reflects ecosystem impacts 

connected with the beneficial 

use degradation described in 

the Milwaukee Remedial Ac-

tion Plan and subsequent 

documents.   Specific expan-

sions include:  

~Cedar Creek downstream 

from Bridge Road to conflu-

ence with Milwaukee River.   

This addition encompasses 

the entire Cedar Creek Super-

fund Site, which contributes 

sediments contaminated with 

PCBõs to the Milwaukee River.  

~Milwaukee River and Lincoln 

Creek from confluence with 

Cedar Creek to North Avenue 

Dam.  This addition includes 

the portion of the Milwaukee 

River influenced by contami-

nated sediments from Lincoln  

Creek and Cedar Creek.  This 

also includes a large deposit 

of contaminated sediments 

located upstream from the 

Estabrook Park Dam.  

~  Little Menomonee River 

from Brown Deer Road to 

confluence with Menomonee 
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The final phase of the 

Kinnickinnic River contami-

nated sediment removal is 

finally complete.  After com-

pletion of a special cell for 

Kinnickinnic River sediment 

and construction of shoreline 

stabilization features within 

the project area in the Fall of 

2008, dredging began in the 

Spring of 2009. 

The project removed about 

170,000 cubic yards of sedi-

ment contaminated with poly-

chlorinated biphenyls (PCBs) 

and polyaromatic hydrocar-

bons (PAHs).  There were an 

estimated 1,200 lbs of PCBs 

and 13,000 lbs PAHs in the 

sediment that was removed, 

according to the EPA.  The 

removal was conducted be-

tween Becher Street and 

Kinnickinnic Avenue 

(continued on page 2) 

River, and Menomonee River 

downstream from confluence 

with Little Menomonee River 

to 35th Street.  The Little 

Menomonee River contains 

the Moss American Superfund 

Site, which potentially contrib-

utes contaminated sediments 

to the Menomonee River.  
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D R E D G I N G  O N  K K  R I V E R  (CO N T I N U E D  F R O M  P .  1)  

course of the project a part-

nership has been established 

among federal and local gov-

ernment agencies and ripar-

ian property owners adjacent 

to the area.  The WDNR, with 

tremendous support from 

USEPA-Great Lakes National 

Program Office, USACE, Port 

of Milwaukee, Milwaukee 

Metropolitan Sewerage Dis-

trict, and the Kinnickinnic 

River Business Improvement 

District worked on the final 

engineering design to further 

define the restoration specifi-

cations.   

Resulting is approximately 

and 80õ navigational channel, 

about 20-24õ deep with sides 

sloped 11õ below the Lake 

Michigan Chart Datum.    

Sediment removal near the 

1st street bridge was com-

pleted in October 2009. 

For more information, visit:: 

http://dnr.wi.gov/org/water/

wm/sms/kkriver/  

 

Abandoned vessel (E Gillan) mired in 

KK sediment.  Source: WI DNR 

Commercial fishing vessel leaves KK 

pier.  Source: WI DNR 

In 2006-07, four Lake Michi-

gan basin-based partnerships 

came together to create a 

òWe All Live On The Wateró 

campaign.  The campaign 

seeks to reinforce the sense 

of community and personal 

responsibility when it comes 

to protecting water quality.  

This is accomplished by en-

couraging citizens to notify 

the WDNR when water quality 

violations, like illegal dis-

charges, appear suspect.  The 

geographic location served 

included all of the coastal 

counties and attached water-

sheds from the Illinois border 

to the top of Door County.  In 

each of the four organiza-

tionõs territory, 60 signs were 

placed throughout the basin 

in County and State Parks and 

Natural Areas alongside stra-

tegic trails and waterways.   

The Milwaukee River Basin 

Partnership which covers 

Milwaukee, Ozaukee, Wash-

ington, and parts of Dodge 

and Fond du Lac Counties, 

also placed 60 signs through-

out the basin.  Brochures and 

a website were also created 
(www.lakemichiganpartners.org) 

as part of this project. 

Funding came primarily from 

the Wisconsin Coastal Man-

agement Program.  Additional 

funding was raised through 

donated time of the partner 

organizations, and several 

private donors contributed to 

the sign installation and main-

tenance program.  These do-

nors included the Wisconsin 

Energy Corporation Founda-

tion, Baird Associates, Jo 

Spear & Associates, Ayres 

Associates, and River Revitali-

zation Foundation. 

For more information, contact 

Gail Epping Overholt at (414) 

256-4632. 

Milwaukee AOC Update

òWE  ALL  L IVE  ON  THE  WATERó 
SIGN  CAMPAIGN  

on the south side of Milwau-

kee. The dredged sediment 

disposal site is the Jones Is-

land Confined Disposal Facil-

ity operated by the United 

States Army Corps of Engi-

neers (USACE).  

Historically, the project area 

was designed to accommo-

date navigation traffic with a 

depth of 21 feet.  Due to a 

decline in commercial naviga-

tion traffic, routine dredging 

had ceased by the 1940õs.  A 

survey in 1980 yielded water 

depths in most of the area at 

0-10 feet.   The accumulated 

sediment is contaminated as 

a result of evolving urban 

growth and development and 

lack of regulations before the 

mid 1970õs.  PCBõs and PAHõs 

are the primary targeted con-

taminants.  

A 2002 sediment assess-

ment, funded by an USEPA-

Great Lakes National Program 

Office (GLNPO) grant, defined 

the extent of contamination in 

the project area.  Over the  

òThere are an 

estimated 1,200 

lbs of PCBs and 

13,000 lbs PAHs in 

the sediment being 

removedéó 
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ò...to achieve healthy 

and sustainable  

water resources 

throughout the 

Greater Milwaukee 

Watershedsó 

The Final Milwaukee Reme-

dial Action Plan Delisting Re-

port has been submitted to 

the EPA.  Official comments 

are forthcoming.  This report 

is the second of the five Wis-

consin AOC delisting reports 

to be submitted.  Though la-

beled as òfinaló, the report is 

intended to be a starting point 

to generate further study and 

discussion.    

Great Lakes wide, three areas 

of concern have been de-

listed, only one of which is 

located in the United States.  

Milwaukee AOC Update 

Congress is expected to provide 

$475 million to help bolster the 

remediation effort in what the 

Obama administration is calling 

the Great Lakes Restoration 

Initiative (GLRI).  Major spend-

ing includes $147 million desig-

nated for cleaning up contami-

nated sediments and $105 

million for habitat restoration.    

Also notable, $65 million will go 

towards monitoring and ac-

countability of the projects.  

Specific goals for the program 

include removing 1 million cu-

bic yards of contaminated sedi-

ment and restoring 23,000 

acres of coastal, wetland, 

shoreline, and upland habitat.  

See page 11 for more informa-

tion about the GLRI. 
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SO U T H E A S T W I S C O N S I N WAT E R S H E D S T R U S T 
òSW E E T  WAT E R T R U S Tó 

D E L I S T I N G  RE P O RT A ND  GR E AT L A K E S 
RE ST O R AT I ON I N I TAT I V E  UP DAT E  

Committee, in conjunction 

with the newly formed habitat 

sub-committee, was put into 

place to ensure that SWWT 

restoration plans are consis-

tent with good science and 

that habitat is not overlooked 

during the watershed restora-

tion process.  The Policy and 

Legal Committee looks at 

emerging permitting and 

enforcement policies that 

may improve water quality.  

Present work groups include 

pollutant trading and water-

shed based Wisconsin Pollut-

ant Discharge Elimination 

System (WPDES) permitting.  

Lastly, two watershed action 

teams (WATs) have been 

created for the Kinnickinnic 

and Menomonee River Water-

sheds to provide review and 

input on watershed restora-

tion plans that are expected 

to be finalized in February 

2010.  The plans are being 

developed by a team of con-

sultants hired by MMSD. 

The Habitat Sub-committee 

was created by request of the 

WATs in their review of the 

plans.   

The WATs are also charged to 

be the on-the-ground imple-

menters of the watershed 

restoration plans.  Both WATs 

are recruiting community 

groups, individuals, municipali-

ties, and businesses to be-

come members of the WATs.  

For more information about 

the Watershed Action Teams 

contact Gail Epping Overholt, 

UW-Extension at (414) 256-

4632. 

 

Five Primary Purposes  

Achieve water resource 

goals and objectives 

through innovative and 

sustainable practices 

Improve water quality in 

the Greater Milwaukee 

Watersheds, supporting a 

healthy regional economy 

and improving quality of 

life 

Test and then implement 

innovative approaches 

and practices that will 

achieve improvements in 

water resources in a cost-

effective way 

(continued on page 4) 

The Southeastern Wisconsin 

Watersheds Trust (SWWT), also 

known as the òSweet Water 

Trustó is a non-profit umbrella 

agency uniting independent 

units of government, non-

profits, agencies, organizations 

and members of the general 

public in a common effort to 

achieve healthy and sustain-

able water resources through-

out the Greater Milwaukee 

Watersheds.   

Origin  

In autumn of 2007 a Water 

Policy advisory group assem-

bled and facilitated by Dr. 

Nancy Frank, UWM Department 

of Urban Planning developed a 

mission, primary purposes, and 

goals for the Trust.  On May 7, 

2008 at the first meeting of 

SWWTõs Executive Steering 

Council the goals were ap-

proved.  The Brico Fund sup-

ported this effort. 

 

Organization 

The Sweet Water Trust is organ-

ized under four committees 

and their subcommittees.  The 

Executive Steering Council 

oversees the business plan and 

secures funds for the entire 

organization.  The Science 



The òWatershed  

Restoration Plansó 

represent the first 

step in the  

implementation of 

truly science-based 

watershed  

improvement efforts. 

Watersheds of immediate interest to 

SWWT (source:  Milwaukee Journal 

Sentinel) 

Build partnerships and 

enhance collaborative 

decision-making and 

joint project implementa-

tion, engaging govern-

ment, business, the 

building industry, agricul-

ture, environmental, and 

other stakeholder organi-

zations to obtain broad 

agreement and recom-

mend where to invest 

funds to get the greatest 

benefit 

Increase the regionõs 

success in attracting 

new funding and lever-

age existing funding for 

water quality and water 

resource improvements 

Mini Grant Program 

The Southeast Wisconsin 

Watersheds Trust (SWWT) 

and the Milwaukee River 

Basin Partnership announce 

the recipients of a Mini Grant 

Program.  Twenty one appli-

cants applied for funding 

with a total of nearly 

$33,000 requested. Thirteen 

recipients whose proposals 

were chosen to receive fund-

ing will be awarded a total of 

$17,224.00. Awards ranged 

from $400 to $2,000.  

Successful proposals demon-

strated an ability to imple-

ment the goals and objectives 

of the sponsoring organiza-

tions. The goal of the Mini 

Grant Program is to support 

local activities that will teach 

citizens about water quality 

issues, enhance conservation, 

and improve water quality in 

the Milwaukee River Water-

shed.  Common grant awards 

include rain garden plantings 

on school grounds with a 

strong educational compo-

nent.  

 

Joyce Foundation Grant 

The Sweet Water Trust (SWWT) 

received a major boost in its 

campaign to improve water 

quality in the Milwaukee River 

Basin with a three year $1.9 M 

grant from the Joyce Founda-

tion.  The grant supports seven 

state and local environmental 

groups and the SWWT to de-

velop projects that will produce 

measurable improvements in 

water quality and habitat start-

ing with the Menomonee and 

Kinnickinnic River Watersheds. 

State of the  

Watershed Restoration Plans 

The òWatershed Restoration 

Plansó represent the first step 

in the implementation of truly 

science-based watershed im-

provement efforts.  The Trust is 

currently supporting the devel-

opment of watershed restora-

tion plans for the Kinnickinnic 

River and the Menomonee 

River, but hopes to develop 

plans for each of the Greater 

Milwaukee Watersheds in the 

future.  The draft plans will be 

posted on the SWWT website 

December 7 for review.  All 

interested stakeholders are 

invited to review the plans.  

Comments are due to the 

technical team January 8, 

2010.  (See the website for 

details on how to submit your 

comments.) 

This work effort will produce 

adaptive, phased watershed 

restoration plans for the 

Kinnickinnic River Watershed 

and the Menomonee River 

Watershed, which will contain 

the following: 

An implementation plan focused 

on activities that should take 
place in the near term to meet long
-term water quality goals; 

A collaborative stakeholder in-

volvement effort that will be based 
upon SWWT policy and proce-
dures; 

Potential additional targeted 

efforts on green infrastructure, 
pollutant trading, and social 
science measures; 

Consideration of sustainability in 

the development of the Plans.  

This effort builds upon the sound 

science, extensive data and alter-
natives analysis of the Milwaukee 
Metropolitan Sewerage District 
2020 Facilities Plan and the 
Southeastern Wisconsin Regional 
Planning Commissionõs Regional 
Water Quality Management Plan 
Update ð the combined effort 
known as the Water Quality 
Initiative (WQI) which ended in 
2007.  

 

Contact SWWT More informa-

tion about upcoming events 

and how you can get involved 

with SWWT can be found at 

www.swwtwater.org . 

Milwaukee AOC Update 

S W W T  TR U S T (C O N T I N U E D  F R O M  P .  3)  
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The scenic Milwaukee River  
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